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Meeting of the Steering Group of the Policy Area TRANSPORT
(3rd in 2022)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
03.10. 2022

1. Adoption of the Agenda
1.1.  - doc 1.1/3/22
President Sweden proposed to add additional topic to the AOB point concerning the next meeting of the Steering Group.
2. Administrative Arrangements
2.1. New members of the Steering Group - doc 2.1/3/22
PAC informed about nomination of two new members to the Steering Group. New members are Mr Konrad Uściłowski from Poland and Mr Silver Tammik from Estonia. The Policy Area Coordinator informed the Baltic Strategy Point about the new nomination on 19.09.2022. 
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
2.2. PA Transport as Interreg project - (state of play) - doc 2.2/3/22
PAC provided an overview of activities for obtaining funding for the Policy Area Transport. The Subsidy Contract between the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications, Estonia and the Investitionsbank Schleswig-Holsteinbank (IB.SH) was signed on 13.09.2022. This quarantees the project is officially approved.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
2.3. Rules of Procedures (state of play) - doc 2.3/3/22
PAC informed that the Rules of Procedure of the Steering Group for Policy Area Transport was endorsed by The National Coordinators Group (NCG) and entered into force on 24.03.2022.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
2.4. Selection of the Lead PAC - doc 2.4/3/22
The members of the Steering Group were asked to approve the nomination of Mr Tarmo Ots from the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communication to the position of the Lead Coordinator of the PA Transport and Ms Inga Ablingiene to the position of the coordinator of the PA Transport. Per the request by the Monitoring Committee, the project needed to arrange its partnership.  Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications, Republic of Estonia had to take over responsibilities of lead partner. The current lead applicant Lithuanian Transport Innovation Association became partner. 
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information and approved the nomination.
2.5. Roles and duties of PACs - doc 2.5/3/22
PAC informed the members of the Steering Group about division of roles and duties of PACs which basis on the project application submitted and approved by the Monitoring Group.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3. Update on PA Transport activities
3.1. Swedish Presidency priorities 
Representative of the Sweden gave overview of the Presidency priorities, which are following:
1) Strengthen and developing the implementation of the Strategy and the Action Plan within all the Policy Areas as far as possible.
2) Make the Strategy more visible and communicate it outwards
3) To contribute to the Strategy with support and knowledge raising actions. Institutional as well as individual capacity needs to be strengthened. Authorities and organisations should cooperate in order to reach common goal settings and indicators.
Sweden has also the ambition to investigate possibilities to develop forms of cooperation with Ukraine through the Strategy. 
Activities towards Ukraine  were supported by Estonia and Poland. Poland also mentioned the importance of Moldova and asked PACs to consider  some activities related to this country. PAC supported the idea and promised take necessary steps concerning mentionned third country issue and the connectivity.  
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.2. Reflections on BSR Annual Forum
PAC gave overview of main topics discussed both in Stockholm and Lappeenranta event.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.3. Review of the PACs Work Plan, report on the achievement and discussion – doc 3.3/3/2022
PAC introduced the structure of the detailed work plan. The document bases on the actions defined in the Action Plan. However, it is more detailed, containing also specific sub-actions, tasks and deliverables. It is a “living document” which mean the preparation of this plan is still “in process”. 
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.4. Forthcoming events: Transport Innovation Forum, Ministerial Meeting on the 20 Oct. 
PAC informed about the coming event taking place in Vilnius, Lithuania. The Transport Innovation Forum is a high- level event which will be organised on 20- 21 October. PAC highlighted the importance of MOU which will be signed by Ministers of the Baltic Sea Regions. The document will support the willingness to further develop digital solutions by signed parties?
PAC invited members of the SG participated in the forum physically or virtually. The invitation was sent out.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.5. Communication and publicity, website development (state of play) - doc 3.5/3/22
PAC gave an overview of communication activities. 5 different news releases and articles were published during the first part of the year. The first version of the new website was made accessible on the 13.09.2022.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.6. Stakeholders’ engagement (state of play) - doc 3.6/3/22
PAC informed that during the past four months PACs have contacted several institutions/organisations/ entities with aim to introduce them activities and plans of the PA Transport. The intention is to engage different type of organisations (private companies, training or educational institutions, regional governments, transport associations) which represent different modes (land, air, waterborne) of transport. 
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.7. Macro regional cooperation (state of play) - doc 3.7/3/22
PAC informed that the PACs of Policy Area “Transport” of the EUSBSR and PACs of Priority Areas “Inland waterways” and “Rail-Road-Air Mobility” of the EUSDR (EU Strategy for the Danube Region) had started cooperation. 
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information and approved PACs initiative to enhance cooperation with partner-PACS representing the Danube region.
3.8. Further activities – discussion on priorities.
The issue engagement of Ukraine and Moldova was raised again. PACs confirmed their willingness to deal with this matter.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
4. Transport related projects
4.1. Overview of approved projects financed by Interreg (state of play) - doc 4.1/3/22
PAC informed Steering Group about projects financed by Interreg. In the category of small projects, the project called Best Ace (Biogas - Established Sustainable Technology in A Circular Economy) led by Sweden, was approved by the Monitoring Committee. In the category of core projects,  thee projects were approved. These were project Blue Supply Chain (waterborne-) led by Germany, HyTruck (land transport) led by Germany and CityAM (aviation) led by Finland.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
4.2. New call of Interreg projects (state of play)
PAC gave overview of dates of next Interreg project calls.
Small projects Call open:  20.10.22 – Project idea submission date 06.01.23 (PIF) – call closed 26.01.23. Core projects Call open: 20.10.22 – Project idea submission date 14.02.23 (PIF) – call closed 14.03.23.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
4.3. Interesting transport projects - doc 4.3/3/22
PAC informed that they have identified 4 strategically important projects which have significant value for the Baltic Sea region. ‘The projects are following: Electric High speed hydrofil passenger boats for urban transport; Shore side electricity supply for tankers in the port of Gothenburg; Green Corridor between Turku and Stockholm- Decatrip Project;  Promotic electric aviation in the  Kvarken Region (FI, SE, NO).
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
5. AOB
5.1. Norway as a member of the Steering Group of the PA Transport (state of play) - doc 5.1/3/22
Finland committed to contacting Norway on the issue and to ask informally about their interest. Sweden marked that they have contacted Denmark on the issue of Denmark’s participation in the Steering Group.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
5.2. Next steering group meeting
 Sweden proposed that the next meeting of the Steering Group should take place in person in Sweden. Approximate time of the meeting would be spring/summer 2023. It would be essential for active participation in the meeting by members of the Steering Group.
Feedback is expected from members of the Steering Group.


image1.png
HILerrey Co-funded by
Baltic Sea Region the European Union




image2.png
* X %
%  EUSBSR

EU STRATEGY
FOR THE BALTIC
* SEA REGION
* * *

POLICY AREA ‘TRANSPORT’




