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Meeting of the Steering Group of the Policy Area TRANSPORT
(1st in 2023)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
10.05. 2023

Following members were represented in the meeting: Sweden (Mr Lennart Andersson), Finland (Mr Mikael Nyberg), Estonia (Mr Silver Tammik), Latvia (Ms Simona Petersone), Poland (Konrad Uscilowski), the Europan Commission, DG Regio (Mr Johan Magnusson). Lithuania (Ms Ina Irens) participated via video link to introduce agenda point related to Ukraine. In addition to that Mr Franc Zepic (the transport related Priority area Coordinator of the Danube Region), Tommy Lindstrom from the project Best Ace and Erik Eklund from the company Candela participated in the meeting as special quests invited by PACs and the President of the SG. 

1. Adoption of the Agenda
1.1.  - doc 1.1/3/23add1
The agenda was agreed by the SG. The representative of Lithuania was not able to participate physically in the meeting. However, the topic of Ukraine was highly relevant for all members of the SG and Lithuania has important information to share, therefore it was decided to have a video connection during the discussion of that agenda point.  
2. Administrative Arrangements
2.1. PA Transport as Interreg project - (state of play) - doc 2.1/1/23
PAC provided an overview of activities concerning administering the Policy Area Transport. Main activities in that field were related to the preparation of the Progress Report for the year 2022. The Progress Report was submitted in on 14th April and was approved by the Interreg Secretariat on 24th April. According to the Secretariat’s feedback there all activities done by PACs were legitimate and eligible.   
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
2.2. Communication plan - doc 2.2/1/23
PACs have prepared the draft of the Communication plan. The document must be completed during 2023. The draft of the Communication plan was completed already in 2022. As the Baltic Strategy Point prepares the general Communication Strategy for all policy areas of the EUSBSR, it was proposed not to rush with the approval process and wait until the overall Strategy is approved to have synergies between both documents. 
Members of the Steering Group ot took note of the information. Finland and Estonia raised the issue of more efficient use of social media. Currently PA Transport has not its own social media channels (facebook, Linkedin etc), these channels are operated by Baltic Strategy Point who shares news.  PACs promised to discuss this issue with Baltic Strategy Point to find out what could be the most efficient way to go on. Mikael Nyberg (Finland) also recommended members of the SG to consider sharing information they receive in the SG or PACs in their organisations/countries.
3. Update on PA Transport activities
3.1. PA Action Plan: Progress Report 2022- doc 3.1/1/23
PACs presented activities carried out during the year of 2022.  Presentation based on information submitted to the annual Progress Report of 2022. Activities were divided into four groups: a) work plan activities; b) general coordination work; c) raising awareness and communication; d) support project ideas.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.2. Forthcoming events- doc 3.2/1/23
One of the main tasks of PACs is to promote values of EUBSSR and introduce activities described in the Action plan. PACs have been quite active in that field and they have received number of invitations to participate different events in the second half of the year. 
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.3. Communication and publicity, website development (state of play) - doc 3.3/1/23
PAC gave an overview of communication activities. During the period of this and the previous meeting of the Steering Group 6 different news releases which covered PA Transport were published.  The first version of the new PA Transport website was made accessible on the 13.09.2022, after that date the website was updated several times.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.4. Stakeholders’ engagement (state of play) - doc 3.4/1/23
PAC informed that Latvia and Poland have prepared a list of institutions/organisations in their respective countries who would be potential stakeholders in the PA Transport. Organisations mentioned in the list are included to the mailing list of the PA Transport and regularly receiving news about activities of the PA Transport and financing possibilities of different regional financial funds.
PACs invite other members of the Steering Group (FI, SE, LT, EE) to inform PACs about companies in their countries who could be seen as potential stakeholders in the PA Transport activities. 

The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
3.5. Regional cooperation (state of play) - doc 3.5/1/23
Coordinators have established contacts with many different organizations as: 
VASAB (Vision and Strategies around the Baltic Sea); NDPTL (Northern Dimension partnership on Transport and Logistics); The Conference of Peripheral and Maritime Regions (CPMR) Baltic Sea Commission; The Conference of Peripheral and Maritime Regions (CPMR) Atlantic Arc Commission; The Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS); European Sea Port Organisation (ESPO). 
PAC informed that the PACs of Policy Area “Transport” of the EUSBSR and PACs of Priority Areas “Inland waterways” and “Rail-Road-Air Mobility” of the EUSDR (EU Strategy for the Danube Region) have continued cooperation.  In addition to that, PA Transport received a membership in EU initiative called Mission Ocean.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information and approved PACs initiatives.
3.6. Solidarity lanes from Ukraine to Baltic Ports and how EUSBSR could contribute to that – doc 3.6/1/23.
Lithuanian representative introduced recent developments in the field of transport corridors connecting the Baltic Sea region with Ukraine. Several initiatives have been started. Lithuania promoting development if the Baltic- Black Sea- Aegean Sea Corridor and its new branch connecting Ukraine. Several Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) are already signed. Lithuania proposes PACs’ raise the issue of including Ukraine to the list of countries who can apply to Interreg BSR funds as this widens possibilities to cooperate.  Lithuania also wishes that EUSBSR via National Coordinators supports development of new transport corridors between Baltic Sea Region and Ukraine. 
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information. PACs promised to find out possibilities how to engage Ukraine to the activities of PA Transport, and also raise the issue of financing in Interreg. 
4. Various topics on EU, MRS and EUSBSR level

4.1 Update of the EUSDR Priority area1 by Mr Franc Zepic,
Oral presentation about activities in the Danube region. 

4.2 Update of the various activities of the European Union
Oral intervention about Commission’s evaluation of activities in different EU Regional strategies by Johan Magnusson. 

5. Transport related projects
5.1. Overview of approved projects financed by Interreg (state of play) - doc 5.1/1/23
PAC informed Steering Group about projects financed by Interreg. In the category of small projects, the project called Best Ace (Biogas - Established Sustainable Technology in A Circular Economy) led by Sweden, was approved by the Monitoring Committee. In the category of core projects, three projects were approved. These were project Blue Supply Chain (waterborne-) led by Germany, HyTruck (land transport) led by Germany and CityAM (aviation) led by Finland. New projects got financing. These are: Sustainable flow led by Finland and Northern Dimension Partnership goes Real Time Economy run by Lithuania.
More detailed information about these projects is available on the website of the PA Transport.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
5.2. Overview of project proposals for Interreg 2n call (state of play)- doc 5.2/1/23

In total 87 small project ideas were presented for Interreg financing. 8 of them were related to objectives of PA Transport. That makes 9% of total project ideas. Finally, one project from eight got approval from the Monitoring Committee. It is a project called UrbFRail led by Germany with partners from Sweden and Poland.  
The project will develop an inner-urban freight rail screening and planning tool. The screening tool will provide urban and transport planners with a method to assess feasibility of available rail infrastructure or land that can be potentially developed into a multimodal freight rail hub. The planning tool will provide urban and transport planners with a process model, identifying possible development paths as well as crucial steps and giving recommendations on how to tackle them. This will enable urban and transport planners to address the development of inner-urban freight rail hubs properly when doing urban and transport system / transport investment planning.
In total 129 core project applications were presented for Interreg financing. 16 of them were related to objectives of PA Transport. That makes 12% of total project ideas. The selection process will end on 20 June.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information.
5.3. New call for Interreg projects- project ideas generating - doc 5.3/1/23
PAC proposed topics that should be given more emphasis in coming years. In the field of connectivity 
· Transport corridors (analyses of new possible transport corridors, analyses of possibility to use existing corridors for civil/military dual use). 
· Connectivity with peripherical areas and islands in the Baltic Sea region
· Railway related projects                   
In the field of climate neutral and zero pollution transport
· Aviation (electric and hydrogen fuelled aviation)
· Drones (vertical take-off and landing vehicles in urban areas)
· Electric trucks and buses (long- distance vehicles)
· Maritime Green Corridors 

The members of the Steering Group took note of the information. As the time was limited the topic will be added to the agenda of the next meeting of the SG.
5.4. Innovative transport related initiatives in the Baltic Sea Region
Following presentations were done in the meeting:
· Presentation of the biogas project Best Ace;
· Presentation of the electric boat building company Candela;
· Presentation (via video link) of the initiative Free Rail to develop its own railway operational model to integrate the Baltic rail network with Europeans system in terms of business relations, technology, and IT for 2030.
The members of the Steering Group took note of the information. 
AOB
5.5. Denmark and Norway as members of the Steering Group of the PA Transport (state of play) - doc 6.1/1/23
The members of the Steering Group decided to postponing dealing with the topic.
5.6. Latvian Presidency
Latvia proposed that the next meeting of the Steering Group should take place in person in Riga. Meeting should take place at the same time when the EUSBSR Annual Forum (4.-5. October). Approach will be similar as in this meeting- representatives of industry will be invited to participate in the meeting. 
The second day of the meeting (11th May) included the visit of the Port of Gothenburg and plane construction company Heart Aviation.
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