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EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
Policy Area Energy
	
Minutes of the Steering Group meeting 
	Date: 	14/11/2024
Time: 	13:00―15:00 CET
Location: MS Teams (link sent in an email) 


Participants:
· Līga Rozentāle, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (Chair)
· Agnetha Mey, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, GERMANY (Member)
· Rein Vaks, Ministry of Climate, ESTONIA (Member)
· Petri Koistinen, European Commission, DG Regio (Advisor)
· Juhani Ailio, Baltic Sea Strategy Point (Observer)
· Ella Christians, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, GERMANY (Observer)
· Ilze Prūse, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Marija Zjurikova, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Reesi Runnel, Ministry of Climate, ESTONIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Vytenis Barkauskas, Lithuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Gabija Briedyte, Lithuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIA (PA Energy coordinator)

1.Opening of the meeting
Chair opened the Steering Group (SG) meeting and welcomed the participants. Introduced herself. Shared the presentation (hereinafter – Presentation) that is used for the whole SG meeting:



2. Approval of the agenda
Chair introduces the agenda of the SG meeting.
· SG members approve the agenda. 

3. Approval of the SG 16/05/2024 meeting minutes
Chair introduces the minutes of the 16/05/2024 meeting of the SG.
· SG members approve the agenda. 

4. Updates from PA Energy Policy Area coordinators and from SG members
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). Ilze Prūse informs about the key updates within the Project, including the organisation of the webinar regarding Baltic Sea Region’s countries’ National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs) (18th June 2024). Vytenis Barkauskas shares main takaways from the conference “A new reality for energy security in the Baltic region” in Vilnius, Lithuania (17th October 2024). Chair informs about the progress of the development of Latvia’s Energy Strategy, informs about the recently adopted legislative changes. SG members acknowledge the importance and usefulness of such information exchange, hopes next time to share updates also from their side.

5. Feedback from the EUSBSR Annual Forum
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She briefly informs about the participation of the PA Energy in the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Visby, Sweden (30-31st October 2024) and main takeaways. Notes that the next EUSBSR Annual Forum shall take place in Gdansk. SG members exchange their impressions about the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Visby.

6. PA Energy contribution to the EUSBSR Action Plan Update
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She introduces the purpose and process of the EUSBSR Action Plan Update. SG members briefly discuss the potential contribution of the PA Energy and further work. 
· SG members agree that the draft proposal for the EUSBSR Action Plan Update is to be prepared by the PA Energy coordinators and circulated for written comments to SG members in advance of the next SG meeting.

6. PA Energy contribution to the Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She introduces the Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation process and information about current thematic priorities, contribution to the EUSBSR policy areas. SG members briefly discuss the potential contribution of the PA Energy, notes the importance of the Interreg financing to the PA Energy and its priorities.
· SG members agree that, if needed, PA Energy coordinators may prepare a brief positive opinion to be submitted under the consultation process.

8. AOB and date for next meeting
Chair informs about the potential dates for the next meeting of the SG, i.e. 13th December 2024. 
· SG members agree that 13th December is to be as a tentative date for the next SG meeting.


The meeting ended at 12:00 CET
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Agenda of the Steering Group meeting

* Opening of the meeting

« Approval of the agenda
« Approval of the SG 16/05/2024 meeting minutes

« Updates from PA Energy policy area coordinators and from SG members
For information: key developments since the previous SG meeting

* Feedback from the EUSBSR Annual Forum
For information: main takeaways from the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Visby, Sweden (30-31st October
2024)

* PA Energy contribution to the EUSBSR Action Plan Update
For discussion: PA Energy is invited to submit its contribution to the EUSBSR Action Plan updated. It
is to be structured according to the proposed template. This would be the first PA Energy SG
discussion to collect ideas and prepare the draft of PA Energy contribution.

* PA Energy contribution to the Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation
For discussion: PA Energy is invited to submit its contribution to the Interreg post-2027 stakeholder
consultation. Based on this discussion PA Energy would prepare and submit an opinion.

« AOB and Date for the next meeting





Approval of the SG 16/05/2024 meeting minutes
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Minutes of the Steering Group meeting

[ate:  16/05/2024
Time: 10:00-12:00 CET
Location: M5 Teams (link sent in an email)

Participants:
+  Liga Razentile, Ministry of Clhimate and Enengy, LATVIA (Chair)
«  Agnetha Mey, Federal Ministry for Cconamic Affairs and Climate Action, GERMANY (Mamber|
+  Saulius Simanauskas, Ministry of Enedgy, LITHUANIA (Membar)
+  Petri Koistinen, [uropean Commissian, DG Regio [Advisar)
#  llze Pridge, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATWIA {PA Energy coordinatar]
= Narija Zjurikava, Ministry of Climate and Enargy, LATVIA [PA Energy coordinater)
+  Reesi Runnel, Ministry of Climate, ESTOMIA [PA Energy coordinator)
+  Wytenis Barkauskas, Lithuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIS (PA Energy coardinatar)
+  Gabija By, Uthuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIA [PA Energy cosrdinatar]

1.0pening of the meeting
Chait apened the Stearing Groug (5G] meeting and welesmad the participants. Introduced herself.
Shared the presentation {hersinafter — Presentation) that is used for the whole 56 meeting:

Pactnar gy Smeatn
PR

2. Approval of the agenda
Chiir intraduces the agenda of the 56 meeting. Informs that under ADB would like ta share infermation
abaut project platform concept and information about [USESR Annual Forum in Vishy,

+  5G membare approve the sgenda.

3. Appraval of the 56 8/03/2024 mesting minutes

Chait intraduces the minutes of the 8/03/2024 meeting of the 5G.
+  5G members apprave the sgenda,

4, Updates fram PA Energy Policy Area cocrdinators and fram 56 members

Chair invites llze Prise to introduce this item {details in Presentation]. llze Prise infarms about the key
updates within the Project.

L) gy G, thee Balthc Sea Rglon it mterreg
e

T
Bamic Sea b gicn Programre . s Regien
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5. Energy related Interreg projects

Chair inwites llze Priise to introduce this item [details in Presentation). She briefly informs about the
angaing energy related Interreg projects and outeames of the webinar organised an 11th April 2024 for
them. Provides averview sbout energy related project idea fakpe /PIF) submitted within the third call for
ware projedts, 56 members shartly disouss patential information exchangs through 56 members, notes
that it would be useful ta establh o list of axpert lvel contscts regarding such topics as infrastrosture,
miarkets, renswables ete. 56 members scknowledge that it weuld be useful ta have a joint calendar af
wnergy related international events in the Baltic S=a Region.

*  5Gp g
ipf J PazTr pacte and polic e
+  5G members apres o lopkingg & possibility to develop a joint calendar of snergy related

internatianal events in the Baltic Sea Region.

4. PA Energy communication strategy

Chair inwites llze Prise to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She introduces the PA Enengy
communication plan that is aimed at ensuring effectie communication with stakeholders. SG members
appreciate its development. Notes that word “Twitter” should be substituted by & word "5 and a
reference to the coordination with other Palicy Areas should be made.

+  5G members agree ba slightly amend the PA Energy Communicatian Plan,

7. AOB and date for next meeting

Chait irwites |le Prise to intreduce project platform concept and infarmation about EUSBSR Annual
Forurm in Wisby [details in Presentation).

Chait infarms abaut the patential dates for the next meeting of the 3G, e, 20 Septembar 2024. Notes
that next meeting shauld b chaired by theSolaad,

+  SG members apres that 207 Seotember is bo be as 3 bentative date for the net 55 mesting

The mesting andad at 12200 CET
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Updates form PA Energy coordinators - overview

Elaboration of a study with regard to the energy security in the Baltic Region in 2022-2024

Organization of a conference «A new reality for energy security in the Baltic region» in
Vilnius, 17th October 2024

Organization of a webinar regarding Baltic Sea Region’s countries’ National Energy and
Climate Plans (NECPs), 18th June 2024

Work on the EUSBSR Action Plan Update

Work on the harmonization of the Baltic electricity market practices and regulations and
development of demand response solutions

Work on the regional approach on mitigation of the desynchronization risk scenarios and co-
ordination of the communication

Participation in the EUSBSR Annual Forum, including, co-ordination of representation of
ongoing projects related to energy

Submission of PA Energy project’s extension application

Weekly meetings of PA Energy core team, participation in the EUSBSR Monthly meetings,
closing event of Latvia’s EUSBSR Presidency etc.

Work with project ongoing projects and project developers, int.al. project platform ideas
Cooperation with other Baltic Sea Region’s organizations.





Updates form PA Energy coordinators - conference «A new reality for
energy security in the Baltic region» (l)

A total of 63 attendees joined the event, representing
diverse sectors and countries of the Baltic sea region.

The program was divided into two parts and featured

two expert panel discussions.

Energy production 2023
Total = 411 Py

PART | - Energy Security and International Cooperation

The New National Energy Independence Strategy and a New
9:10 AM - 9:30 AM . Approach to Energy Security
Inga Ziliené | Lithuanian Deputy Minister for Energy

A Danish perspective on Energy Security
9:30 AM - 10:00 AM Steffen Juul-Andersen | Critical Infrastructure, Cyber Security and
Crisis Management Team Leader, Danish Energy Agency

10:00 AM - 10:40 AM Coffee break
Energy security in Latvia— A Consumers’ Perspective
10:40 AM -11:00 AM Gunars Valdmanis | Head of the Energy Markets Department,

Ministry of Climate and Energy of Latvia

Energy security in Estonia: transition from fossil fuels to RES
11:00 AM - 11:20 AM Karin Lehtmets | Head of the Energy Markets Department, Ministry
of Climate of Estonia

PART Il - Renewable Energy Resources and Energy Security

The role of the Transmission System Operator in strengthening
13:30 PM -13:50 PM the security and reliability of the future energy sector
Paulius Butkus | Head of Development and Innovation at EPSO-G

13:50 PM - 14:10 PM Renewable energy - the most direct route to energy security?
Karolis Mirinavigius | Head of the Innovation Team at Ignitis

Enhancing Physical Protection and Resilience of Energy

14:10 PM - 14:30 PM Infrastructure
Rimantas Sikas | Senior Advisor to the Ministry of Energy of Lithuania
14:30 PM - 15:00 PM Coffee break

Safeguarding Critical Energy Infrastructure in the Baltics: Energy
Security Lessons from Ukraine
Dr. Gintaras Labutis | Lecturer at the General Jonas Zemaitis Military
Academy of Lithuania

15:00 PM - 15:20 PM

Energy security from developer’s point of view

15:20 PM - 15:40 PM Gediminas Uloza | CEO of E Energija






Updates form PA Energy coordinators - conference «A new reality for
energy security in the Baltic region» (ll)

Key takeaways

Speakers from Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia shared perspectives on the current energy
infrastructure, it’s flaws and possibilities for improvement, especially since the war in Ukraine has put
pressure on energy security and supply chains.

Notably, the Danish Energy Agency shared best practices, including Denmark’s achievements in
building one of Europe’s most stable electricity grids. Key Danish recommendations for the Baltic
states include enhancing knowledge-sharing on critical infrastructure surveillance, improving cyber
defense collaboration, and increasing regional interconnectivity and cross-border partnerships.

Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia are currently prioritizing renewable energy generation expansion. Power
system flexibility is crucial to ensure energy security.

After 15 years of preparation, the Baltic states will disconnect from the post-Soviet IPS/UPS system
in February 2025, joining the European Network—a critical step for energy and national security.

Since the war in Ukraine there is an emphasis on strengthening physical and cyber security.

From a business perspective it was identified that diversified renewable energy generation will
increase security: more geographically diversified plants are less susceptible to physical security risks
and diversified plants are less susceptible to physical security risks.





Updates form PA Energy coordinators - webinar regarding Baltic Sea
Region’s countries’ National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs)

Participants and presentations of NECPs from Estonia,
Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland.

Participants acknowledged that this workshop was
very useful - valuable information about neighbouring

policies and used instruments.

A decision to continue having such exchanges about
NECPs (yearly) and increase regional cooperation.

LATVIA'S
CLIMATE AND
ENERGY POLICY

= 2 2 Ministry of Climate and Environment
{\ Republic of Poland
W

Draft of the Polish
National Energy and
Climate Plan until 2030 '

Webinar regarding Baltic Sea Reglon s countries’
National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs)
18 June 2024

Energy goals in the German NECP

EUSBSR Webinar on National Energy and Climate Plans
18 June 2024

UPDATE
o

MINISTRY OF CLIMATE AND ENERGY

§5%

RIGA | 18.06.2024.

Energy within Estonia NECP

18.06.2024
Irje Moldre
Energy Department, Ministry of Climate

4-06-18

'\I\EI\I

MINISTRY OF ENERGY

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr






Updates form PA Energy coordinators - harmonization of the Baltic electricity market
practices and regulations

Work on the harmonization of the Baltic electricity market practices and regulations and
development of demand response solutions.

* Study on harmonization of the practices and rules of the electricity market, incl
demand response — after regional consultations — not to be carried out as a
traditional study, but in a tailor-made way. The terms of reference with a range of
topics was prepared under the PA Energy.

* Regional meetings on the following topics have taken place:

a) analysis, discussions and proposals on the potential harmonization of balancing
capacity cost allocation methodology. Common guidelines for harmonizing
balancing capacity market cost allocation in Baltic States proposed for the TSOs.

b) analysis, discussions and proposals for similar demand response solutions and
rules. Input prepared for Estonian TSO. Regional co-operation to be continued.





Updates from PA Energy SG members?





EUSBSR annual forum - representation of PA Energy

29th to 31st October 2024 Visb

PA Energy stand at the forum’s networking village,
including, overview about energy-related projects
financed by Interreg Baltic Sea Region in 2024

Participation in different sessions.

Co-moderation of the roundtable discussions
regarding energy within the parallel session
«Aligning Cross-Sectorial Efforts to Reach Policy
Goals on Saving the Sea~. Discussion’s conclusions:

» Wind energy is necessary.
» ltis crucial to reinforce existing and develop additional grids.

» To avoid adverse effects, it is necessary also to strengthen
strategic environmental impact assessment in transboundary
context, integrating the assessment of cumulative impact

» Cross-sectoral impacts need to be taken into account in the
wider economic impact assessment

» Need to look into already existing co-operation forums and
strengthen the co-operation, possibly widening the range of
counterparts (security)






EUSBSR annual forum - other takaways 29th to 31st October 2024 Visby, Gotland






EUSBSR Action Plan Update - context

« Currently in force there is a Revised EUSBSR Action Plan (AP) that was adopted on 15th
February 2021 (previous adopted on 17th March 2017). It takes into account 2021-2027
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF).

« It is necessary now to:
« Re-think and re-define the Actions
« Develop indicators
* Prepare for the next round of programming
« Baltic Sea Strategy Point has prepared and National Coordinators Group (NCG) on 10th
September 2024 approved a template to facilitate EUSBSR AP update process.

* The development of the proposal for the EUSBSR AP update shall be done as a two-stepped process:

1. Policy Areas describe their plans (how they foresee their planned activities feeding into the
three objectives of the Strategy) in detail based on the abovementioned template. The
information will be used to give a profound basis for the NCG to make a sound decision on the
future PA structure.

2. Policy Areas design the final Action descriptions for the updated AP based on a considerably
shorter template. These descriptions will rely upon the initial plans. However, Policy Areas will be
allowed to adjust the Actions and especially the indicators.





EUSBSR Action Plan Update - Template

Section A. Description of the Policy Area
1. Name of the Policy Area
2. Summary of the Policy Area

3. Linkage to the EUSBSR Objectives and horizontal aspects

Section B. Description of Action 1
1. Name of the Action

2. Problem definition

3. Obstacles

4. Existing policy and cooperation frameworks
5. Involvement of non-EU stakeholders

6. Impact pathway

* 6.1 Inputs

* 6.1a Input indicators

* 6.2 Outputs

e 6.2a Output indicators

* 6.3 Outcomes

* 6.3a Outcome indicators
* 6.4 Impact

* 6.4a Impact indicators

Guidance from Baltic Sea Strategy Point, 12.11.2024.

PA Action Planning Workshop

Impact Pathway

Direct results, such
as

+ Stakeholder events

Ressources, such
as

« PAC and SG
organizations

+ Projects generated
+ Solutions developed

+ Recommendations
presented to
decision makers

« Facilitation of best
practice exchange

« Personal /
financial
resources

* Interreg BSR

5 + Research/policy
assistance

papers/newsletters
« Previous outputs published

I !

Inputs

(Self-) sustaining
effects, such as

* Broad uptake of new
solutions

«Improved policies
implemented

«New legislation
adopted

* More stakeholders
engaged

«Changed attitudes
and mindsets

* More funding aligned

T

Positive changes in

the ,real world“

with regard to

Strategy‘s main

objectives, for

example

» Reduced number
of oil spill
accidents

+ Lower level of
unemployment

+ Increased

number of night-
train connections

I

Outputs I Outcomes

EUSBSR‘s main
objectives

+ Save the sea

+ Connect the
region

* Increase
prosperity

!






EUSBSR Action Plan Update - discussion

1. Should we remain with the existing name of
the Policy Area?

2. What problems should be addressed?
3. What Actions should be proposed?

4. Should we ensure (if yes - how) that proposals
are Baltic Sea Region specific?

5. Suggestions for the impact pathway
description?

M

Currently in Action Plan about PA Energy

Objective: ‘Save the sea’ and ‘Connect the
Region’ (to improve the access to, and the
efficiency and security of energy markets),
sub-objective: reliable energy markets.

Action 1: Streamlining efforts on energy
efficiency in the region by deepening
regional cooperation

Action 2: Further regional gas and electricity
market integration including climate-proof
infrastructure development.

Action 3: Baltic synchronization

Action 4: Increasing the share of renewable
energy including marine renewable energy






EUSBSR Action Plan Update - next steps

22.11.2024. Deadline for written comments

29.11.2024. Proposal from PAC

06.12.2024. Deadline for the comments about the PAC proposal
13.12.2024. Discussion at the PA Energy SG

Contacts:
* Marija.zjurikova@kem.gov.lv
* |lze.pruse@kem.gov.lv




mailto:Marija.zjurikova@kem.gov.lv

mailto:Ilze.pruse@kem.gov.lv



Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation - general information (I)

Programme area and funding

iiterrey - Co-funded by
Baltic Sea Region the European Union

v" Denmark v Norway
v' Estonia
v Finland
v' Germany e L
v’ Latvia €3.3 :
v' Lithuania million =
v Poland t:!"
v' Sweden e EU Member States
e Non-EU States
e~ So far 2021 - 2027...

€ 164 min






Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation - general information (ll)

Current thematic priorities

Innovative
societies

PRIORITY 1

Programme objective: 1.1
Resilient economies and
communities

Programme objective: 1.2
Responsive public
services

Water-smart
societies

PRIORITY 2

Programme objective: 2.1
Sustainable waters

Programme objective: 2.2
Blue economy

Climate-neutral
societies

PRIORITY 3

Programme objective: 3.1
Circular economy

Programme objective: 3.2
Energy transition

Programme objective: 3.3
Smart green mobility

Witerreg Co-funded by
Baltic Sea Reglon the European Unlon

Cooperation
governance

PRIORITY 4

Programme objective: 4.1
Project platforms

Programme objective: 4.2
Macro-regional
governance






Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation - general information (lll)

Contribution to EUSBSR policy areas

@ Core projects

Bioeconomy Education

Health innovation

somol

Tourism Transport

WiLerrey - Co-funded by
Baltic Sea Region the European Union

EUSBSR
wr %Rmmm
SEAREGION

158.8 million

of EU funding
in 86 projects.





Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation - questions (V)

Needs for transnational cooperation

W In which topic do you see the biggest need and potential for transnational
cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region?

* What currently works well in transnational cooperation in this topic and should What would be the transnational
be either preserved or reinforced?

* What currently does not work well in transnational cooperation in this topic and coopera’Flon pI’O]e(.Zt of your dreams in
should be improved? the Baltic Sea Region?

Your dream

 Isthere a need for some infrastructure projects to be implemented in transnational
cooperation?

Challenges of transnational cooperation and novel paths
forward

d  What are the major obstacles to good transnational cooperation in the Baltic Sea
region? How could these be removed?

* Are there things that you would like to do under Interreg but cannot? Why?

d  What could facilitate your work with your counterparts in another country?

* What is the most important novelty that you would like to see in the Future
Interreg? Share your creative ideas!





Date for the next meeting of the Steering Group

13th December 2024 ?





Thank you for your attention
and active engagement!





		Slide 1: PA Energy Steering Group meeting

		Slide 2

		Slide 3

		Slide 4

		Slide 5

		Slide 6

		Slide 7

		Slide 8

		Slide 9

		Slide 10

		Slide 11

		Slide 12

		Slide 13

		Slide 14

		Slide 15

		Slide 16

		Slide 17

		Slide 18

		Slide 19

		Slide 20

		Slide 21

		Slide 22




image2.png
EUSBSR

EU STRATEGY
FOR THE BALTIC
SEAREGION

Policy Area Energy




image3.png
Interreg | .. | cofundedby

Baltic Sea Region Frax the European Union





