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EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
Policy Area Energy
	
Minutes of the Steering Group meeting 
	Date: 	14/11/2024
Time: 	13:00―15:00 CET
Location: MS Teams (link sent in an email) 


Participants:
· Līga Rozentāle, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (Chair)
· Agnetha Mey, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, GERMANY (Member)
· Rein Vaks, Ministry of Climate, ESTONIA (Member)
· Petri Koistinen, European Commission, DG Regio (Advisor)
· Juhani Ailio, Baltic Sea Strategy Point (Observer)
· Ella Christians, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, GERMANY (Observer)
· Ilze Prūse, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Marija Zjurikova, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Reesi Runnel, Ministry of Climate, ESTONIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Vytenis Barkauskas, Lithuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Gabija Briedyte, Lithuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIA (PA Energy coordinator)

1.Opening of the meeting
Chair opened the Steering Group (SG) meeting and welcomed the participants. Introduced herself. Shared the presentation (hereinafter – Presentation) that is used for the whole SG meeting:



2. Approval of the agenda
Chair introduces the agenda of the SG meeting.
· SG members approve the agenda. 

3. Approval of the SG 16/05/2024 meeting minutes
Chair introduces the minutes of the 16/05/2024 meeting of the SG.
· SG members approve the agenda. 

4. Updates from PA Energy Policy Area coordinators and from SG members
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). Ilze Prūse informs about the key updates within the Project, including the organisation of the webinar regarding Baltic Sea Region’s countries’ National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs) (18th June 2024). Vytenis Barkauskas shares main takaways from the conference “A new reality for energy security in the Baltic region” in Vilnius, Lithuania (17th October 2024). Chair informs about the progress of the development of Latvia’s Energy Strategy, informs about the recently adopted legislative changes. SG members acknowledge the importance and usefulness of such information exchange, hopes next time to share updates also from their side.

5. Feedback from the EUSBSR Annual Forum
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She briefly informs about the participation of the PA Energy in the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Visby, Sweden (30-31st October 2024) and main takeaways. Notes that the next EUSBSR Annual Forum shall take place in Gdansk. SG members exchange their impressions about the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Visby.

6. PA Energy contribution to the EUSBSR Action Plan Update
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She introduces the purpose and process of the EUSBSR Action Plan Update. SG members briefly discuss the potential contribution of the PA Energy and further work. 
· SG members agree that the draft proposal for the EUSBSR Action Plan Update is to be prepared by the PA Energy coordinators and circulated for written comments to SG members in advance of the next SG meeting.

6. PA Energy contribution to the Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She introduces the Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation process and information about current thematic priorities, contribution to the EUSBSR policy areas. SG members briefly discuss the potential contribution of the PA Energy, notes the importance of the Interreg financing to the PA Energy and its priorities.
· SG members agree that, if needed, PA Energy coordinators may prepare a brief positive opinion to be submitted under the consultation process.

8. AOB and date for next meeting
Chair informs about the potential dates for the next meeting of the SG, i.e. 13th December 2024. 
· SG members agree that 13th December is to be as a tentative date for the next SG meeting.


The meeting ended at 12:00 CET
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PA Energy Steering Group meeting


14/11/2024







Members and advisors of the PA Energy Steering Group


Member Estonia Ministry of Climate Karin Maria Lehtmets


Member* Estonia Ministry of Climate Rein Vaks


Member Finland Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment of Finland Outi Vilen


Member Germany Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action Agnetha Mey


Member Latvia Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia Līga Rozentāle 


Member Lithuania Ministry of Energy Saulius Šimanauskas


Member* Lithuania Ministry of Energy Jurgita Jakevičiūtė


Member* Poland Ministry of Climate and Environment Agata Święcka


Member Poland Ministry of Climate and Environment Malwina 
Chomontowska-


Koszerny


Member Poland Ministry of Climate and Environment Wiesław Choiński


Member Sweden Ministry of Rural Affairs and Infrastructure Anna Carlson


Advisor n/a European Commission, DG Regio Petri Koistinen


▪ Juhani Ailio, BSP -> Observer
▪ Ilze Prūse & Marija Zjurikova, PA Energy PAC in Latvia
▪ Reesi Runnel, PA Energy PAC in Estonia
▪ Vytenis Barkauskas & Gabija Briedyte, PA Energy PAC in Lithuania


(*) indicates who is the main representative. 
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Agenda of the Steering Group meeting


• Opening of the meeting


• Approval of the agenda


• Approval of the SG 16/05/2024 meeting minutes 


• Updates from PA Energy policy area coordinators and from SG members


For information: key developments since the previous SG meeting


• Feedback from the EUSBSR Annual Forum


For information: main takeaways from the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Visby, Sweden (30-31st October 


2024)


• PA Energy contribution to the EUSBSR Action Plan Update


For discussion: PA Energy is invited to submit its contribution to the EUSBSR Action Plan updated. It 


is to be structured according to the proposed template. This would be the first PA Energy SG 


discussion to collect ideas and prepare the draft of PA Energy contribution. 


• PA Energy contribution to the Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation


For discussion: PA Energy is invited to submit its contribution to the Interreg post-2027 stakeholder 


consultation. Based on this discussion PA Energy would prepare and submit an opinion. 


• AOB and Date for the next meeting







Approval of the SG 16/05/2024 meeting minutes 







✓ Elaboration of a study with regard to the energy security in the Baltic Region in 2022-2024 


✓ Organization of a conference «A new reality for energy security in the Baltic region» in 


Vilnius, 17th October 2024


✓ Organization of a webinar regarding Baltic Sea Region’s countries’ National Energy and 


Climate Plans (NECPs), 18th June 2024


✓ Work on the EUSBSR Action Plan Update


✓ Work on the harmonization of the Baltic electricity market practices and regulations and 


development of demand response solutions


✓ Work on the regional approach on mitigation of the desynchronization risk scenarios and co-


ordination of the communication


✓ Participation in the EUSBSR Annual Forum, including, co-ordination of representation of 


ongoing projects related to energy


✓ Submission of PA Energy project’s extension application


✓ Weekly meetings of PA Energy core team, participation in the EUSBSR Monthly meetings, 


closing event of Latvia’s EUSBSR Presidency etc.


✓ Work with project ongoing projects and project developers, int.al. project platform ideas


✓ Cooperation with other Baltic Sea Region’s organizations.


Updates form PA Energy coordinators – overview







Updates form PA Energy coordinators - conference «A new reality for 


energy security in the Baltic region» (I)


A total of 63 attendees joined the event, representing 


diverse sectors and countries of the Baltic sea region. 


The program was divided into two parts and featured 


two expert panel discussions.







Updates form PA Energy coordinators - conference «A new reality for 


energy security in the Baltic region» (II)


Key takeaways


▪ Speakers from Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia shared perspectives on the current energy 


infrastructure, it’s flaws and possibilities for improvement, especially since the war in Ukraine has put 


pressure on energy security and supply chains. 


▪ Notably, the Danish Energy Agency shared best practices, including Denmark’s achievements in 


building one of Europe’s most stable electricity grids. Key Danish recommendations for the Baltic 


states include enhancing knowledge-sharing on critical infrastructure surveillance, improving cyber 


defense collaboration, and increasing regional interconnectivity and cross-border partnerships.


▪ Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia are currently prioritizing renewable energy generation expansion. Power 


system flexibility is crucial to ensure energy security. 


▪ After 15 years of preparation, the Baltic states will disconnect from the post-Soviet IPS/UPS system 


in February 2025, joining the European Network—a critical step for energy and national security.


▪ Since the war in Ukraine there is an emphasis on strengthening physical and cyber security. 


▪ From a business perspective it was identified that diversified renewable energy generation will 


increase security: more geographically diversified plants are less susceptible to physical security risks


and diversified plants are less susceptible to physical security risks.







Updates form PA Energy coordinators - webinar regarding Baltic Sea 


Region’s countries’ National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs)


• Participants and presentations of NECPs from Estonia, 


Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland. 


• Participants acknowledged that this workshop was 


very useful – valuable information about neighbouring


policies and used instruments.


• A decision to continue having such exchanges about 
NECPs (yearly) and increase regional cooperation. 







Work on the harmonization of the Baltic electricity market practices and regulations and 


development of demand response solutions.


• Study on harmonization of the practices and rules of the electricity market, incl 
demand response – after regional consultations – not to be carried out as a
traditional study, but in a tailor-made way. The terms of reference with a range of 
topics was prepared under the PA Energy.


• Regional meetings on the following topics have taken place: 


a) analysis, discussions and proposals on the potential harmonization of balancing 
capacity cost allocation methodology. Common guidelines for harmonizing 
balancing capacity market cost allocation in Baltic States proposed for the TSOs.


b) analysis, discussions and proposals for similar demand response solutions and 
rules. Input prepared for Estonian TSO. Regional co-operation to be continued.


Updates form PA Energy coordinators - harmonization of the Baltic electricity market


practices and regulations 







Updates from PA Energy SG members?







EUSBSR annual forum – representation of PA Energy 29th to 31st October 2024 Visby, Gotland


• PA Energy stand at the forum’s networking village, 


including, overview about energy-related projects 


financed by Interreg Baltic Sea Region in 2024 


• Participation in different sessions.


• Co-moderation of the roundtable discussions


regarding energy within the parallel session 


«Aligning Cross-Sectorial Efforts to Reach Policy 


Goals on Saving the Sea». Discussion’s conclusions:


➢ Wind energy is necessary. 


➢ It is crucial to reinforce existing and develop additional grids.


➢ To avoid adverse effects, it is necessary also to strengthen 
strategic environmental impact assessment in transboundary 
context, integrating the assessment of cumulative impact


➢ Cross-sectoral impacts need to be taken into account in the 
wider economic impact assessment


➢ Need to look into already existing co-operation forums and 
strengthen the co-operation, possibly widening the range of 
counterparts (security)







EUSBSR annual forum – other takaways 29th to 31st October 2024 Visby, Gotland







EUSBSR Action Plan Update – context


• Currently in force there is a Revised EUSBSR Action Plan (AP) that was adopted on 15th 


February 2021 (previous adopted on 17th March 2017). It takes into account 2021-2027 


Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF).


• It is necessary now to:


• Re-think and re-define the Actions


• Develop indicators


• Prepare for the next round of programming


• Baltic Sea Strategy Point has prepared and National Coordinators Group (NCG) on 10th 


September 2024 approved a template to facilitate EUSBSR AP update process. 


• The development of the proposal for the EUSBSR AP update shall be done as a two-stepped process:


1. Policy Areas describe their plans (how they foresee their planned activities feeding into the 


three objectives of the Strategy) in detail based on the abovementioned template. The 


information will be used to give a profound basis for the NCG to make a sound decision on the 


future PA structure. 


2. Policy Areas design the final Action descriptions for the updated AP based on a considerably 


shorter template. These descriptions will rely upon the initial plans. However, Policy Areas will be 


allowed to adjust the Actions and especially the indicators. 







EUSBSR Action Plan Update – Template


Section A. Description of the Policy Area


1. Name of the Policy Area


2. Summary of the Policy Area


3. Linkage to the EUSBSR Objectives and horizontal aspects


Section B. Description of Action 1


1. Name of the Action


2. Problem definition


3. Obstacles


4. Existing policy and cooperation frameworks


5. Involvement of non-EU stakeholders


6. Impact pathway
• 6.1 Inputs
• 6.1a Input indicators
• 6.2 Outputs
• 6.2a Output indicators
• 6.3 Outcomes
• 6.3a Outcome indicators
• 6.4 Impact 
• 6.4a Impact indicators


Guidance from Baltic Sea Strategy Point, 12.11.2024.







EUSBSR Action Plan Update – discussion


1. Should we remain with the existing name of 


the Policy Area?


2. What problems should be addressed?


3. What Actions should be proposed? 


4. Should we ensure (if yes – how) that proposals 


are Baltic Sea Region specific?


5. Suggestions for the impact pathway 


description?


Objective: ‘Save the sea’ and ‘Connect the 
Region’ (to improve the access to, and the 
efficiency and security of energy markets), 
sub-objective: reliable energy markets. 


Action 1: Streamlining efforts on energy 
efficiency in the region by deepening 
regional cooperation 


Action 2: Further regional gas and electricity 
market integration including climate-proof 
infrastructure development. 


Action 3: Baltic synchronization 


Action 4: Increasing the share of renewable 
energy including marine renewable energy 


Currently in Action Plan about PA Energy







EUSBSR Action Plan Update – next steps


Date Action


22.11.2024. Deadline for written comments


29.11.2024. Proposal from PAC


06.12.2024. Deadline for the comments about the PAC proposal


13.12.2024. Discussion at the PA Energy SG 


Contacts:
• Marija.zjurikova@kem.gov.lv


• Ilze.pruse@kem.gov.lv



mailto:Marija.zjurikova@kem.gov.lv

mailto:Ilze.pruse@kem.gov.lv





Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation – general information (I)







Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation – general information (II)


Current thematic priorities







Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation – general information (III)







Interreg post-2027 stakeholder consultation – questions (IV)


Your dream


What would be the transnational


cooperation project of your dreams in
the Baltic Sea Region?







Date for the next meeting of the Steering Group


13th December 2024 ?







Thank you for your attention
and active engagement!
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