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EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
Policy Area Energy
	
Minutes of the Steering Group meeting 
	Date: 	16/05/2024
Time: 	10:00―12:00 CET
Location: MS Teams (link sent in an email) 


Participants:
· Līga Rozentāle, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (Chair)
· Agnetha Mey, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, GERMANY (Member)
· Saulius Šimanauskas, Ministry of Energy, LITHUANIA (Member)
· Petri Koistinen, European Commission, DG Regio (Advisor)
· Ilze Prūse, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Marija Zjurikova, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Reesi Runnel, Ministry of Climate, ESTONIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Vytenis Barkauskas, Lithuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Gabija Briedyte, Lithuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIA (PA Energy coordinator)

1.Opening of the meeting
Chair opened the Steering Group (SG) meeting and welcomed the participants. Introduced herself. Shared the presentation (hereinafter – Presentation) that is used for the whole SG meeting:



2. Approval of the agenda
Chair introduces the agenda of the SG meeting. Informs that under AOB would like to share information about project platform concept and information about EUSBSR Annual Forum in Visby.
· SG members approve the agenda. 

3. Approval of the SG 8/03/2024 meeting minutes
Chair introduces the minutes of the 8/03/2024 meeting of the SG.
· SG members approve the agenda. 

4. Updates from PA Energy Policy Area coordinators and from SG members
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). Ilze Prūse informs about the key updates within the Project. 

5. Energy related Interreg projects
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She briefly informs about the ongoing energy related Interreg projects and outcomes of the webinar organised on 11th April 2024 for them. Provides overview about energy related project idea forms (PIF) submitted within the third call for core projects. SG members shortly discuss potential information exchange through SG members, notes that it would be useful to establish a list of expert level contacts regarding such topics as infrastructure, markets, renewables etc. SG members acknowledge that it would be useful to have a joint calendar of energy related international events in the Baltic Sea Region.
· SG members agree to share expert contacts on various energy-related topics to facilitate the exchange of information on energy projects and policy developments.
· SG members agree to look into a possibility to develop a joint calendar of energy related international events in the Baltic Sea Region.

6. PA Energy communication strategy
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She introduces the PA Energy communication plan that is aimed at ensuring effective communication with stakeholders. SG members appreciate its development. Notes that word “Twitter” should be substituted by a word “X” and a reference to the coordination with other Policy Areas should be made.
· SG members agree to slightly amend the PA Energy Communication Plan.

7. AOB and date for next meeting
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce project platform concept and information about EUSBSR Annual Forum in Visby (details in Presentation). 
Chair informs about the potential dates for the next meeting of the SG, i.e. 20th September 2024. Notes that next meeting should be chaired by the Poland. 
· SG members agree that 20th September is to be as a tentative date for the next SG meeting.


The meeting ended at 12:00 CET
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PA Energy Steering Group meeting


16/05/2024







Members and advisors of the PA Energy Steering Group


Member Estonia Ministry of Climate Karin Maria Lehtmets


Member* Estonia Ministry of Climate Rein Vaks


Member Finland Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment of Finland Outi Vilen


Member Germany Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action Agnetha Mey


Member Latvia Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia Līga Rozentāle 


Member Lithuania Ministry of Energy Saulius Šimanauskas


Member* Lithuania Ministry of Energy Jurgita Jakevičiūtė


Member* Poland Ministry of Climate and Environment Agata Święcka


Member Poland Ministry of Climate and Environment Malwina 
Chomontowska-


Koszerny


Member Poland Ministry of Climate and Environment Wiesław Choiński


Member Sweden Ministry of Rural Affairs and Infrastructure Anna Carlson


Advisor n/a European Commission, DG Regio Petri Koistinen


▪ Marlene Riedel, BSP -> Observer
▪ Viktoriia Hladii, BSP -> Observer
▪ Ilze Prūse & Marija Zjurikova, PA Energy PAC in Latvia
▪ Reesi Runnel, PA Energy PAC in Estonia
▪ Vytenis Barkauskas & Gabija Briedyte, PA Energy PAC in Lithuania


(*) indicates who is the main representative. 
O


th
er


 p
ar


ti
ci


p
an


ts
 


in
 t


o
d


ay
’s


 S
G


 
m


ee
ti


n
g







Agenda of the Steering Group meeting


• Opening of the meeting


• Approval of the agenda


• Approval of the SG 8/03/2024 meeting minutes 


• Updates from PA Energy policy area coordinators and from SG members


For information: key developments since the previous SG meeting


• Energy related Interreg projects


For information: update about ongoing energy related Interreg projects and outcomes of 


the webinar organised on 11th April 2024 for them; general overview about energy 


related project idea forms (PIF) submitted within the third call for core projects, 


discussion about potential information exchange through SG members


• PA Energy communication strategy


For information: introduction to the PA Energy communication plan that is aimed at 


ensuring effective communication with stakeholders


• AOB and Date for the next meeting







Approval of the SG 8/03/2024 meeting minutes 







✓ Continuous work with ongoing projects related to energy, including, webinar on 11th 


April 2024 


✓ Continuous work with project developers, including, consideration of 40 project idea


forms submitted to the 3rd call for core projects


✓ Preparations for a study with regard to the energy security in the Baltic Region in 2022-


2024 


✓ Preparation and submission of a project idea format regarding the harmonization of the 


Baltic electricity market and development of demand response solutions


✓ Development of the PA Energy communication plan


✓ Submitting responses to the Questionnaire regarding EU macro-regional strategies  


✓ AOB:


• Project platforms


• EUSBSR annual forum


Updates form PA Energy coordinators (I)







Updates from PA Energy SG members?







Energy related ongoing Interreg projects (I)


C
a
ll Project’s short 


name
Project’s full name Lead partner organisation, contact person


S1 BEST ACE
Biogas - Established Sustainable Technology in A Circular 


Economy
Energy Agency Southern Sweden, SE - Tommy Lindström


S1 BOWE2H Baltic Offshore Wind Energy to Hydrogen Greifswald University, DE - Anika Nicolaas Ponder (IKEM)


S1 PV 4 All Photovoltaics for All Lawaetz Foundation. DE - Leon Spiering


C1 CommitClimate
Towards energy transition and climate neutrality in the BSR 


municipalities
Riga Technical University, LV - Aiga Barisa


C1 Energy Equilibrium Carbon driven energy equilibrium at the municipal scale Riga Technical University, LV - Dagnija Blumberga


C1 GreenIndustrialAreas
Co-elaboration of a transnational certification standard and of a 


tool-box to promote energy transition in green industrial areas


Ministry of Economy, Infrastructure, Tourism and Labour 


Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, DE - Dr. Gabriele Hoffmann


C1 RenoWave
One-Stop-Shop extended model to increase the multi-apartment 


building stock renovation in the BSR 
County board of Dalarna, SE - Marit Ragnarsson


S2 CCI4Change
Facilitation of citizens energy consumption behavioral change in 


BS cities and municipalities


Northern Dimension Partnership on Culture, LV - Krista 


Petäjäjärvi


C2 Climate-4-CAST
A Climate Action decision Support Tool to accelerate cities’ 


progress towards climate neutrality
HafenCity University Hamburg, DE - Donald Alimi


C2 Easy Energy
Easy Energy Efficiency solutions for public buildings and small 


companies in the BSR
Hanse-Parlament, DE - Anna Maria Czarny


C2 StartSun Start-ups for Solar Energy Communities 
County Administrative Board of Östergötland, SE - Sara Spjuth


Energy related ongoing Interreg projects (11 projects)







• Once per half a year PA Energy shall organise a coordination meeting with energy related 


Interreg projects. 


• Projects may send posts for publishing in the PA Energy LinkedIN / Twitter page 


• After EUSBSR shall migrate to a new web page, PA Energy shall include a brief information 


about projects therein


• PA Energy shall seek for a possibly to develop and maintain a shared calendar which could be 


used to coordinate dates of planned events (to avoid overlaps)


• PA Energy could help in reaching projects’ target audiences (disseminating information via 


LinkedIN or directly via its contacts), but shall discuss this also with the PA Energy Steering 


Group, because it does not have direct contacts in all countries


• PA Energy may consider providing participation in some of projects’ events


• PA Energy may consider providing an opinion about some of ideas/ concepts/etc to be 


developed/developed within the projects


• After the EUSBSR webinars on project platforms, if there is an appetite for exploring a 


cooperation in such a format regarding energy area – PA Energy shall organise a separate 


online meeting to discuss it.


Energy related ongoing Interreg projects (II)


Main conclusions from the webinar (11th April 2024)







Energy related potential Interreg projects


Within the 3rd call for projects ideas for 


core projects 40 (from 203) project idea 


forms are related to PA Energy


• To those who have directly contacted PA Energy – have already provided feedback


• Have considered all submitted project idea forms from a perspectives of 


potential importance and overlaps, shall send out comments next week. 


• On 14th May 2024 participated in the webinar organized by PA Innovation 


regarding Priority 3, Climate-neutral society.


Full applications to 


be submited by


21st June 2024







PA Energy communication strategy


Objective: to increase the visibility and awareness about the European Union (EU) Strategy for 


the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) PA Energy, ensure effective communication with stakeholders and 


enhance cooperation of stakeholders towards the achievement of the goals of the EUSBSR PA 


Energy.


Communication channels: 


• Primary: social media (LinkedIn and Twitter), 


• Secondary: EUSBSR website.


Target Audiences:


1. Policy makers related to the Baltic Sea Region


2. Energy industry professionals from companies and organizations related to the Baltic Sea Region


3. General public interested in energy policy and sustainability.







AOB – Project platforms


A project platform elevates 


collaboration among 


partners from Interreg 


Baltic Sea Region and other 


programmes, as well as 


further important 


organisations, by 


consolidating the project 


outcomes, boosting 


knowledge transfer, and 


influencing policy 


development. Project 


platforms will be set up as 


projects, with partners, a 


work plan, and a budget. 


• On 23th May 2024 – thematic webinar for «Climate-neutral» topic


• In June 2024 – announcement of the call for projects
• In December 2024 – deadline for applications







AOB – EUSBSR annual forum


Organisers plan for 600 


participants from the Baltic 


Sea Region and beyond.


29th to 31st October 2024


Visby, Gotland


• One of the four plenaries will discuss energy security with the title, "Energy 


Security for a futureproof Baltic Sea Region - strength in collaboration". 


• There shall be also several workshops and seminars connected to PA Energy. 


• Additionally, in the forum’s networking village organisers have devoted a stand


to each PA, including, PA Energy







Date for the next meeting of the Steering Group


20th September 2024 ?







Thank you for your attention
and active engagement!
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