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EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
Policy Area Energy
	
Minutes of the Steering Group meeting 
	Date: 	8/03/2024
Time: 	10:00―12:00 CET
Location: MS Teams (link sent in an email) 


Participants:
· Līga Rozentāle, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (Chair)
· Agnetha Mey, Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, GERMANY (Member)
· Saulius Šimanauskas, Ministry of Energy, LITHUANIA (Member)
· Wiesław Choiński, Ministry of Climate and Environment, POLAND (Member)
· Petri Koistinen, European Commission, DG Regio (Advisor)
· Ilze Prūse, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Marija Zjurikova, Ministry of Climate and Energy, LATVIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Reesi Runnel, Ministry of Climate, ESTONIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Vytenis Barkauskas, Lithuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Gabija Briedyte, Lithuanian Energy Agency, LITHUANIA (PA Energy coordinator)
· Anna Latuszek, Ministry of Climate and Environment, POLAND (Observer)
· Marlene Riedel, Baltic Sea Strategy Point (Observer)
· Tauno Hilimon, Ministry of Climate, ESTONIA (Observer)
· Viktoriia Hladii, Baltic Sea Strategy Point (Observer)

1.Opening of the meeting
Chair opened the Steering Group (SG) meeting and welcomed the participants. Introduced herself. Shared the presentation (hereinafter – Presentation) that is used for the whole SG meeting:



2. Approval of the agenda
Chair introduces the agenda of the SG meeting. Saulius Šimanauskas informs that under AOB item he would like to inform about the Baltic Sea High Level Energy Security Meeting. 
· SG members approves the agenda. 

3. PA PAC composition and PA Lead PAC
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item. She introduces the official PA Energy coordinators’ list (details in Presentation). Proposes the following questions for a discussion/ decision:
1) Anca-Iulia Cimpeanu asked to be removed from the list of PA Energy coordinators in the PA Energy www. Should she wish to be excluded also from a PA Energy PAC composition as such or remain therein? 
· Viktoriia Hladii suggests to clarify if it just that Anca-Iulia Cimpeanu wants to be removed or the DG Energy wants to be removed. 
· Ilze Prūse proposes to contact Anca-Iulia Cimpeanu and clarify if someone else from DG Energy would substitue her. Shall inform SG in its next meeting. SG agrees to the suggested way forward.
2) Lithuania suggests to remove Aušra Piliuvienė. May we endorse that?
· SG endorses that Aušra Piliuvienė is removed from the PAC Composition.
3) Can we all agree that the PA Energy Lead PAC is the Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia? 
· SG agrees that the PA Energy Lead PAC is the Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia

4. PA Energy Project
Chair invites PA Energy Project’s team to introduce this item (details in Presentation). Ilze Prūse informs about the key updates within the project and preliminary activity plan for 2024. 
· Petri Koistinen congratulates the successful restart of the PA Energy Project. Suggests in the Activity plan to include also the work regarding the revision of the EUSBSR Action Plan. Informs that an input from the PA Energy will be also needed regarding the macro-regional strategies (necessary to fill in a questionnaire). Notes that it would be good if DG Energy would participate an provide update about policies.
Vytenis Barkauskas presents preliminary ideas about the Energy security study that is to be performed by Lithuanian Energy Agency in 2024. 
· Līga Rozentāle asks for more information about the goal of the Energy security study and if it is related to e.g. risk preparedness plans, inquires if Lithuanian Energy Agency has sufficient capacity for such a study. Vytenis Barkauskas confirms that the Lithuanian Energy Agency shall have sufficient capacity and explains that this study shall capture changes that have happened since Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine, it shall identify good practices. 
· Reesi Runnel informs that Estonia would like to be a partners in the Energy security study. Would like to have a discussion about it. Maybe it is necessary to involve NATO security center.
· Līga Rozentāle confirms that, if needed, Latvia shall contribute to the Energy security study.
Reesi Runnel presents preliminary ideas about the Study on harmonization of the Baltic electricity market that is to be coordinated by the Ministry of Climate of the Republic of Estonia.

5. EUSBSR Policy Area Energy Substantial Report for the year 2023
Chair invites Marija Zjurikova to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She briefly outlines the contents of the EUSBSR Policy Area Energy Substantial Report for the year 2023 (hereinafter – Report) that was prepared based on the Questionnaire for the EUSBSR reporting for the year 2023. 
· SG approves the Report.

6. EUSBSR Action Plan Update
Chair invites Ilze Prūse to introduce this item (details in Presentation). She informs about the context of the EUSBSR Action plan update and outlines the preliminary timetable emphasizing the role of the PA Energy and SG. 
· Viktoriia Hladii informs that soon there will be more information from the BSP about the process of the EUSBSR Action plan update (additional guidance and workshops are expected)
· Petri Koistinen briefly comments on the potential EUSBSR Action plan update process from the Commission’s point of view. Underlines the role of the incoming Parliament and Commission.

7. AOB and date for next meeting
Saulius Šimanauskas informs about the Baltic Sea High Level Energy Security Meeting that is to be held on 10th April 2024 in Vilnus. Details in presentation:


Chair informs about the potential dates for the next meeting of the SG, i.e. 17th or 24th May 2024. Members of the SG prefer the 17th May 2024 and agree that it is to be set as a tentative date for the next meeting of the SG.

Viktoriia Hladii proposes, if necessary, to organize an EUSBSR introductory meeting for the SG. 
· SG currently is not interested in that.


The meeting ended at 12:00 CET
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PA Energy Steering Group meeting


8/03/2024







Members and advisors of the PA Energy Steering Group


Member Estonia Ministry of Climate Karin Maria Lehtmets


Member* Estonia Ministry of Climate Rein Vaks


Member Finland Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment of Finland Outi Vilen


Member Germany Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action Agnetha Mey


Member Latvia Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia Līga Rozentāle 


Member Lithuania Ministry of Energy Saulius Šimanauskas


Member* Lithuania Ministry of Energy Jurgita Jakevičiūtė


Member* Poland Ministry of Climate and Environment Agata Święcka


Member Poland Ministry of Climate and Environment Malwina 
Chomontowska-


Koszerny


Member Poland Ministry of Climate and Environment Wiesław Choiński


Member Sweden Ministry of Rural Affairs and Infrastructure Anna Carlson


Advisor n/a European Commission, DG Regio Petri Koistinen


▪ Giuliana Bongiorno, DG Energy  ->  Advisor or Observer?
▪ Marlene Riedel, BSP -> Observer
▪ Viktoriia Hladii, BSP -> Observer
▪ Ilze Prūse & Marija Zjurikova, PA Energy PAC in Latvia
▪ Reesi Runnel, PA Energy PAC in Estonia
▪ Vytenis Barkauskas & Gabija Briedyte, PA Energy PAC in Lithuania


(*) indicates who is the main representative. 
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Agenda of the Steering Group meeting


• Opening of the meeting


• Approval of the agenda


• PA PAC composition and PA Lead PAC


For information/decision: information about the PA Energy co-coordinators and the Lead 


PA Energy co-coordinator


• PA Energy Project


For information: update about the PA Energy Project’s implementation, including, 


presentation of the Activity Plan for 2024


• EUSBSR Policy Area Energy Substantial Report for the year 2023


For decision: EUSBSR Policy Area Energy Substantial Report for the year 2023 based on 


the Questionnaire for the EUSBSR reporting for the year 2023


• EUSBSR Action Plan Update


For information: upcoming EUSBSR Action Plan update process and the role of the 


Steering Group


• AOB and date for the next meeting







PA Energy PAC composition and PA Energy Lead PAC


Official PAC Composition as of this moment


European Commission, DG Energy Anca-Iulia Cimpeanu


Ministry of Climate of the Republic of Estonia Reesi Runnel


Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia Ilze Prūse


Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia Marija Zjurikova


Lithuanian Energy Agency Vytenis Barkauskas 


Lithuanian Energy Agency Aušra Piliuvienė 


1) Anca-Iulia Cimpeanu asked to be removed from the list of PA Energy coordinators in the PA Energy 


www. Should she wish to be excluded also from a PA Energy PAC composition as such or remain


therein? 


2) Lithuania suggest to remove Aušra Piliuvienė. May we endorse that?


3) Can we all agree that the PA Energy Lead PAC is the Ministry of Climate and Energy of the 


Republic of Latvia? 







✓ Lead partner change and related change of a coordinator (Ministry of Economy of the 


Republic of Latvia -> Ministry of Climate and Energy of the Republic of Latvia)


• PA Energy coordinator Ms. Ilze Prūse, ilze.pruse@kem.gov.lv


✓ Partner change in Estonia (Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications of the 


Republic of Latvia -> Ministry of Climate of the Republic of Estonia)


✓ Preparation of the related necessary changes to the Project’s documentation 


✓ Preparation of the PA Energy Substantial Report for 2023


✓ Inventory of Project’s activities and elaboration of the Project’s Activity Plan for 2024


✓ Participation in the onboarding seessions, the webinars on the Funding for greener and 


more resilient Baltic Sea Region as well as in the EUSBSR Family meeting 


PA Energy Project (I)


Key updates



mailto:ilze.pruse@kem.gov.lv





PA Energy Project (II)


Activity Plan for 2024


No Activity
Quarter


I II III IV


1. Organising PA Energy Steering group meetings x x x x


2. Continuous support to PA Energy related ongoing projects x x x x


3. 
Support to project developers in the third call for core project applications regarding PA 


Energy related projects
x


4. Webinar for PA Energy related projects x


5. Cooperation with other PAs, BEMIP, BCM x x x x


6. Study with regard to the energy security in the Baltic Region in 2022-2024 x x x x


7. Preparations for the study on the harmonisation of the Baltic electricity market x x x


8. Regional energy conference x x


9.


One or several workshops on energy related issues which currently are challenging and 


would benefit from a coordination or exchange of experience within the Baltic Sea Region 


(e.g. implementation of the Energy Efficiency Directive for public sector un large energy 


users, implementation of Renewable energy directive III with regard to permitting, 


finalisation of policies for 2030 and development of policies for 2040 etc)


x x


10. Development of PA Energy Communication plan x
11. Participation in the EUSBSR forum (Visby) x







• Russia’s war of aggression in Ukraine had a significant impacts on energy security


and triggered the discussions about adequate protection of critical 


infrastructure. Also tectonic changes implemented in national policies, which 


are aimed to change the energy security landscape in the region.


• The main aim of the proposed study is to analyze the energy security situation in 


the Baltic Sea Region.


• Proposed title: Changes in energy security in the Baltic Region in 2022-2024


Energy security study (I)


Main aim and ideas







Possible topics:
• Changes in supply chains of energy resources


• Role of increased installation of RES and increasing integration of energy sectors


• Role of energy infrastructure and energy market integration


• Changes in national energy policies and national energy strategies


• Changes in energy sector risk management plans


• Security of infrastructure


Methods:
• Study of available public data. 


• Interviews with stakeholders and energy experts. 


• Analysis of legal acts and policy planning documents.


• Analysis of existing scientific data.


Energy security study (II)







• Map and analyze the existing electricity retail market legislation, rules and practices, 


map the legal and administrative differences and propose harmonized rules for the three 


Baltic countries national market regulations and legislation and practices. 


• Research structure would be: 


o Comparative mapping and analysis of the existing regulatory frameworks within the 


retail markets for electricity in the Baltic sea region by an example of the Baltic states 


(Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania);


o Assessment of legal and administrative differences;


o Proposal for necessary legal and administrative amendments to the rules and related 


actions; 


• Development of the set of recommendations for common rules to establish unified 


regulations for retail electricity in the Baltics.


Study on the harmonisation of the Baltic electricity market (I)


Main idea







Possible topics:


o Balance responsible parties (BRP) activities. Analyze the balancing rules for BRPs (i.e. different 


understanding how the electricity balancing service cost from TSO side is calculated to BRPs);


o Data Exchange rules and Data hubs working principles and rules for users. Future goal to reach one common 


data hub in Baltics or at least linked data hubs and common rules for market participants. Practices and 


regulation on consumption data in the Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania);


o Measurement system and rules (for example net metering);


o Rules regarding consumer protection and vulnerable consumers;


o Tariff structure and rules regarding tariffs (consumers, producers, storage);


o Engagement rules between suppliers and consumers; 


o Rules for demand response participation in all market levels (day-ahead, intraday, reserves), rules for 


independent aggregators, rules for demand response settlement and data exchange;


o Preliminary assessment of potential market participants in different segments of electricity market 


according to public information on installed capacity and technology in production facilities of each country 


for power plants with installed capacity above 1 MWel (total number and capacity of potential market 


participants, their division by employed production technology).


Study on the harmonisation of the Baltic electricity market (II)







Possible methods:


1. Analysis of legal acts, rules, practices, policy planning documents and 


other relevant data;


2. Interviews with relevant stakeholders;


3. Analysis of existing research data;


4. Study of available public data, website research;


5. Case study.


Study on the harmonisation of the Baltic electricity market (III)







• To be prepared by Policy area coordinator, evaluated and endorsed by 


the Steering Group, submitted to the National Coordinators Group for 


information.


• Based on a questionnaire (4 questions) developed by the Baltic Sea 


Strategy Point


• Should be not more than 3 pages of text reflecting the achievements 


and value added of the Policy Area during the year 2023  


EUSBSR Policy Area Energy Substantial Report for the year 2023


Key requirements for the Report







EUSBSR Action Plan Update


Context


• Currently in force there is a Revised Action Plan that was adopted on


15th February 2021 (previous adopted on 17th March 2017). It takes


into account 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework.


• It is necessary now to:


• Re-think and re-define the Actions


• Develop indicators


• Prepare for the next round of programming







EUSBSR Action Plan Update (II)


Preliminary Timeline


Source: Presentation given in the EUSBSR Family


meeting,Hamburg 6-8 feb 2024







AOB


• Information about the Baltic Sea High Level Energy 
Security Meeting on 10th April 2024 (information by
Lithuania)


• Other?







Date for the Steering Group next meeting


17th or 24th May 2024 ?







Thank you for your attention
and active engagement!
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A follow-up to the 
2022 Baltic Sea Energy Security 


Summit in Marienborg, Denmark


Invited:
The Energy Ministers of the BEMIP countries (DK, SE, DE, PL, LT, LV, EE, FI) + EU Council 


Presidency Belgium and the European Commission
Transmission system operators (TSO‘s)


Offshore wind energy developers and producers


High level roundtable discussion:
Divided into three separate sessions on three different topics.


A dedicated moderators will start each session with a short presentation and will lead 
the roundtable discussion based on a topic which is assigned to him.


Each session will last 1 h 30 min.
At the end of each session, a dedicated moderator will briefly present the main 


conclusions of their assigned topic.
Closing remarks from the Minister of Energy of Lithuania.


Vilnius Declaration


VENUE
Vilnius Town Hall


a historical
headquarters of Vilnius 


city magisterial authority
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Programme (1)


OPENING OF THE BALTIC SEA HIGH LEVEL ENERGY SECURITY MEETING 2024


Welcome address
H.E. Mr. Gitanas Nausėda, President of Lithuania


Keynote speech
Catharina Sikow-Magny, Director for Green Transition and Energy System 
Integration, the European Commission
Dainius Kreivys, Minister of Energy of Lithuania


Cofee Break


Media briefing
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Programme (2)


HIGH LEVEL ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION


I session. Energy security and resilience of critical energy infrastructure


II session. Offshore wind energy development in the Baltic Sea and regional
cooperation with a focus on infrastructure and interconnectivity


Networking lunch


III session. Energy economics


Closing remarks by Dainius Kreivys, Minister of Energy of Lithuania


Family photo
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