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Minutes, PA-Bioeconomy meeting (online)
21 March 2022

Participants:
· Lars Andersson
· Tilman Schachtsiek  
· Johan Magnusson 
· Anna Tofftén 
· Ainars Nābels-Šneiders 
· Dalia Miniataite 
· Leena Anttila
· Katrin Vilhelm Poulsen 
· Fredric Nilsson 
· Juhani Ailio
· Bjørge Bondevik


Rules of Procedure
Following adoption by PA-Bioeconomy of the Steering Group Rules of Procedure in December 2021, the National Coordinators Group were not in position to endorse it, as they had a number of comments to the RoPs. Chiefly, these comments were related to the role of the policy area coordinators as well as the principle of ‘one country, one vote’. The suggested changes to the text were discussed, and it was decided to circulate the revised version of the RoPs in a written procedure for adoption.

Work plan 2022-204
On the basis of a draft prepared by the Policy Area Coordinators, the workplan for 2022-2024 was discussed. The workplan is modelled closely on the EUSBSR Action Plan with the addition of activities and targets for PA-Bioeconomy. It was discussed how to align the work to that of other Policy Areas and supporting other projects. 

The work plan received general support from the group, and it was decided to circulate the workplan in a written procedure for adoption. Additionally, the work plan would need to be used to support the application for technical assistance for the policy area through Interreg Baltic Sea Region. To this end, the work plan needs to be formally supported by the steering group in the form of a letter of support. In the absence of formal chair – due to the RoPs not having entered in to force yet –, the letter of support will need to list the names of all steering group members. This letter of support will also be circulated for approval in a written procedure.

Changes to the Policy Area Coordination group
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Nordic Council of Ministers notified that following a number of years as lead-PAC, they would no longer be able to continue this role due to reduced staff capacity. The Swedish Agricultural Board which is currently co-lead said that they were hopeful that they would soon be able to take over as lead. No other changes to the PAC is foreseen which also comprises the Finnish Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and the Lithuanian Ministry of Agriculture.
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