
The public task entitled “Baltic Sea Tourism Forum 2025 – an international forum for cooperation on regenerative 
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Helsinki's approach to 
climate smart tourism 
management 
 Atlas Juvakka, Project Manager, City of Helsinki

Jussi Hellsten / Helsinki Partners 



Finland leading the 
way in smart & 
sustainable tourism 
Visit Finland leads the way for the industry

Internationally recognized as a model country

Sustainable Travel Finland programme

Strong national commitment to sustainability

Jussi Hellsten / Helsinki Partners 



https://prod.visitfinland.fi/49d9ee/globalassets/visitfinland.fi/vf-julkaisut/2025/state-of-sustainable-tourism-2024.pdf 

https://prod.visitfinland.fi/49d9ee/globalassets/visitfinland.fi/vf-julkaisut/2025/state-of-sustainable-tourism-2024.pdf


Helsinki – the 
world’s most 
sustainable travel 
destination#1 in Global Destination Sustainability Index (2024 & 2025)

1st major city with Green Destination GSTC certification (2025)

99 % of hotel rooms, majority of attractions & conference venues 
certified

Helsinki Airport carbon neutral since 2017 & net zero 2025

Port of Helsinki net zero by 2035

Julia Kivelä / Helsinki Partners 



Climate ambition of 
the city

Julia Kivelä / Helsinki Partners 

Net zero by 2040

85% emission reduction by 2030 vs. 1990

Emissions already -54% (2024)

Tourism goals strongly aligned with the city strategies



Change is done 
together

Badass Food Stories / Helsinki Partners 

Tourism & Destination Management Unit

Helsinki Partners

Makers of Helsinki network: 150+ companies

Urban Climate Leaders 

Development projects

International and domestic networks

And many more



Data-driven tools for 
sustainable tourism

Maija Astikainen / Helsingin kaupunki

Regional CO₂ footprint calculations

Visit Finland Border Survey

Sustainability indices and certificates for up-to-date guidance

DataLokki - Helsinki Destination Insights

Tools and commitments that steer our industry:

Sustainable Travel Finland programme

Glasgow Declaration on Climate Action in Tourism



Carbon footprint of tourism in 
Helsinki

Change +320 %
Helsinki’s Tourism Carbon Footprint 2021 

(Sitowise & Novago 2023)
Helsinki’s Tourism Carbon Footprint 2024 

(Sitowise & Posintra 2025)



The key challenges

Duotone / Helsinki Partners 

Local tourism practices are very sustainable, but access here is not

International visitors rely heavily on the air travel 

Balancing tourism growth with climate goals

Even stronger collaboration and engagement needed



Promising pathways

Svante Gullichsen / Helsinki Partners 

Tourism growth from lengthening the stay

Evaluating markets by emissions per night & spend

Promoting sustainable modes of transport

Enhancing the local economy, communities & nature

Strong cooperation & joint climate action



Thank you!

Nicole Bittger / Helsinki Partners 


